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IMPORTANT NOTIC 
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STReport, with its policy of not accepting any input relative to content 
from paid advertisers, has over the years, developed the reputation of 
"Saying it like it is." When it comes to our editorials, product 
evaluations, reviews and over-views, we shall always keep our readers 
interests first and foremost. With the user in mind, STReport further 
pledges to maintain the reader confidence that has been developed over 
the years and to continue "living up to such". All we ask is that our 
readers make certain the manufacturers, publishers etc., know exactly 
where the information about their products appeared. In closing, we shall 
arduously endeavor to meet and further develop the high standards of 
straight forwardness our readers have come to expect in each and every 
issue. 











The Publisher, Staff & Editors 





http://www.streport.com 
ftp.streport.com 
STReport Discussion Forums 
ICQ#:1170279 





STReport’s managing editors DEDICATED TO SERVING YOU! 














Ralph F. Mariano, Publisher, Editor 








Dana P. Jacobson, Editor, Current Affairs 





Section Editors 


PC Section Apple MAC Section Shareware Listings 
R.F. Mariano Help Wanted Help Wanted 
Classics & Gaming Bits & Bytes Kid’s Computing Corner 


Dana P. Jacobson Ralph F. Mariano Frank Sereno 


STReport Staff Editors 


Michael R. Burkley Joseph Mirando Victor Mariano 
Vincent P. O’Hara Glenwood Drake 





Contributing Correspondent Staff 


Donna Lines Scott Dowdle Leonard Worzala 
Angelo Marasco Jeremy Sereno Jason Sereno 


Please.. 
submit ALL letters, rebuttals, articles, reviews, etc., via E-Mail 
w/attachment to: 





Internet: rmariano@streport.com 
STR FTP: ftp.streport.com 
WebSite: http://www.streport.com 





Editor’s Page 


From the Editor’s Desk... 





WASHINGTON (AP) - President Clinton, standing before a Congress torn 
over his fate, proposed Tuesday to protect Social Security with the huge 
budget surpluses that Republicans are eyeing for tax cuts. He also 
announced the government will sue the tobacco industry for smokers’ 
health costs. On a day of high drama that shifted from his daytime trial 
in the Senate to his prime-time State of the Union address, Clinton made 
no mention of the sex-and-lies case that led to his impeachment and 
imperils his presidency. But with the economy booming, Clinton declared, 
"I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our union is 
strong." 





Several Republicans boycotted the speech; Chief Justice William Rehnquist 
also stayed away, apparently deciding it would be inappropriate to 

attend while presiding over Clinton’s trial. Clinton opened his address 
by recalling the admonition of new House Speaker Dennis Hastert for 
Republicans and Democrats to work in a spirit of bipartisanship and 
civility. 


Its amazing! The country is doing very well financially. A balanced 
federal budget for the first time in decades, inflation going down for 
the second time in three decades and unemployment at an all-time low. It 
is also doing fine in the areas of health care and research. 











Of course, I didn’t forget to mention law enforcement, its doing better 
than it ever has. Lastly, comes education, this is an area where the 
country is hurting. It must be enhanced. The Country’s security is at an 
all time high with research and development for the Armed Forces well on 
its way into the new century. 


Granted, Bill Clinton didn’t accomplish these things alone, but it took 


his leadership and statesmanship to encourage the matters to fruition. 
Additionally, it is the general condition of the country that is the 
clearest indicator of the success or failure of a given administration. 





Clinton, even with his escapades has, with the help of his 
Administration done an excellent job. His ratings are still higher than 
any President in the last four decades. 


While watching the State of the Union Address, I was distracted by the 
obvious demonstration, presentation or, should I say non-participation 


of the Republican side of the House. More obvious... was the absence of 
certain Republican "Leaders" and the stifled behavior of others who 
simply sat there like snide "bumps on a log". Why? Why must there be 





people in our government who simply refuse to get along and work together 
with everyone else? If our children tried the tactics the Republicans 
used in any level of school, from grade to post graduate, they’d be out 
the door in a heartbeat. Yet we, as a nation, tolerate such clowns 
exhibiting weird, unsatisfactory behavior.n This... from the so-called 
leaders of our nation. 











[The Republicans acted like a bunch of thugs who did not get their way. I 
must honestly say their actions have further fortified my convictions 
that the GOP is dead and far too stupid to lay down. It shall remain that 
way until such time as the partisan garbage exuded by them ceases by 
either new, competent folks who are elected or, the ones in office 
dramatically change their ways. 


Ralph 


p.s.; for those of you who missed our Howdy Doody parody on Florida’s 
Republican Representatives.... 


Here it is again. I give full permission for any of my editorial 
comments about the GOP to be forwarded to Mr. Tom DeLay or, any of 
those in the Parody pictured below. 


In fact, send a copy to each of them! btw, its Tillie (she who 
speaks Term Limits with forked tongue) Fowler that looks like 


Clarabell. All that’s missing is Clarabell’s NOSE. 








HONK! HONK! 








Tillie... that hairdo, CRIPES!! ITS AWFUL!! LOSE IT! (One can only 
guess if she gets high from the hair spray!) 


Wonder if Chuck Canaday has picked on a waitress today? (ask anyone 
at the Olive Garden in Longwood, FL. What an egomaniacal CREEP!) 
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U.S. Judge Scolds Microsoft Over Clause In Contracts 


A federal judge scolded Microsoft Corp. on Thursday over new contract 
language requiring temporary workers to waive any awards from a pending 
lawsuit over the software giant’s employment practices. 





U.S. District Judge John Coughenour called the hearing in a long-running 
case over the company’s so-called "permatemp" workers after a local 
newspaper disclosed a new clause in Microsoft’s standard contracts 
requiring they waive any payments or compensation a court might order as 
a result of the litigation. 


As Microsoft attorney James Oswald began to defend the contract language, 
Coughenour cut him off and then abruptly ended the hearing after just 10 
minutes, saying he wanted to "give the lawyers an opportunity to suggest 
to their client (Microsoft) that they do the right thing." 


"I thought I might hear that this was done by somebody without advice of 
counsel," Coughenour said. "I thought I might hear that even if counsel 
was involved, that upon reflection and with 20-20 hindsight some might 
perceive this as being outrageously arrogant." He then ordered lawyers to 
return Jan. 26 with an update. Microsoft classifies about 6,000 workers 
at its main Redmond, Wash., campus as temporary, or as much as one-third 
of the local work force. They receive paychecks from employment agencies. 


In litigation dating to 1992, the contract workers, many of whom have 
worked in Microsoft offices for years, are fighting to win access to 
employee stock options and other benefits. Microsoft could be liable for 
millions of dollars in damages if they win the legal designation of 
"common law employees" in pending class-action lawsuits. 

















The waiver clause was added to some contracts in July. After the hearing, 
Microsoft spokesman Dan Leach said the company will reconsider the 
contract language. "We’ll have to look at all the issues the judge 
brought up," Leach said. "We always abide by what the courts tell us to 
do." 


Bork Proposes Breaking Microsoft In Three Parts 


Former Judge Robert Bork said Friday that Microsoft Corp. should be 
broken into three identical companies at the end of its antitrust trial. 


"My own opinion is that I think structural relief is probably going to be 
required," Bork told reporters at a luncheon meeting of ProComp, a group 
that approves of the government antitrust charges against Microsoft. Bork 
represents Netscape Communications Corp., but he emphasized: "I’m not 
speaking for Netscape and I’m not speaking for ProComp ... I have not 
cleared my remarks." 


Bork is a former U.S. Court of Appeals judge in Washington who was 
nominated for the Supreme Court by former President Ronald Reagan. Bork 
was defeated for the high court in 1987 in a bitter Senate battle when 
his views were deemed too conservative. 


The Justice Department and 19 states have charged that Microsoft holds 
monopoly power in the operating system for personal computers and has 
illegally sought to preserve and extend that power. In particular, the 
Justice Department alleges that Microsoft used unfair tactics against 
Netscape in the market for Web browsers. "I think three companies would 








be perfectly adequate to restore competition," said Bork. Asked if the 
company which got Microsoft chief Bill Gates would have an unfair 
advantage, Bork first joked that the solution was "human cloning," then 
said: 


"I'd be willing to take the chance that Bill Gates couldn’t run the other 
two companies out of business."n All three companies would get complete 
copies of Microsoft’s software products and compete as equals. Last week, 
James Love of the Consumer Project on Technology proposed "transparent 
pricing" as a remedy, meaning that Microsoft would cease alleged price 
discrimination. That is the practice of charging one computer company 
more than another, because Microsoft allegedly prefers the policies of 
one company. 














But Bork said he thought that transparent pricing would be a poor 
solution. He said it smacked of government regulation, unlike a break-up 
which would require no continuing government overview. And he said that 
there are sometimes legitimate reasons for companies to charge varying 
prices. A Microsoft spokesman said that Bork was "entitled to his 
opinion, but it’s completely inappropriate for anyone to be talking about 
potential court actions before Microsoft has even had the chance to 
present its case." 





After 11 weeks of trial, the Justice Department has presented 12 
witnesses and Microsoft is in the midst of presenting its first witness. 


Bork said although he was quite happy to talk about remedies he thought 
it premature for the Justice Department to make a comment. A Justice 
Department spokeswoman later declined any comment on Bork’s remarks. The 
Microsoft spokesman, Mark Murray, also said: "This is like saying the 
government should have broken up the Chicago Bulls after their first two 
championships." 


Microsoft Court Case Has Weaknesses 


The government is focusing part of this week on what is widely seen as 
the weakest link in its antitrust case against Microsoft: the company’s 
decision to build Internet browser software into its popular Windows 
operating system. But its questioning of Richard Schmalensee of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology largely broke down over semantics 
Tuesday, as both sides argued over the meaning of "browser," the software 
that lets people view information on the Internet. 





The government charges that Microsoft Corp. illegally "tied" separate 
products by distributing its browser free within Windows, a move that 
dramatically changed the industry but was partially vindicated last year 
by a federal appeals court.n When precisely Microsoft made that decision 
was the issue the government tried to highlight Tuesday. The government 
maintains that the decision was made after June 1995 to try to "crush" 
Netscape, whose own rival Internet software once earned tens of millions 
of dollars. 





Microsoft maintains that its browser isn’t a separate product from newer 
versions of Windows and therefore can’t be subject to antitrust "tying" 
claims. Asked about Microsoft’s plans for its browser, Schmalensee 
described the company’s decision to build "browser functionality" into 
Windows, a catchall phrase that can include the software underpinnings 
used by many third-party Windows communications programs, including 
Netscape’s browser. 








The distinction is important. The government has argued a difference 
between support for browsers under Windows and the free distribution of 
such products.n In a February 1998 e-mail made public last week, 
Microsoft executive Nathan Myhrvold cautioned about using precise 
language for a poll the company was conducting.n "The name ’browser’ 
suggests a separate thing," Myhrvold wrote. "... Instead you need to ask 
a more neutral question about how Internet technology needs to merge with 
local computing. I have been pretty successful in trying this on various 
journalists and industry people." 








Justice Department lawyer David Boies asked Schmalensee Tuesday whether 
any internal Microsoft document about the Internet ever included the 





words "browser functionality." "Ever see one before 1998, sir?" Boies 
asked. "I haven’t done an exhaustive survey of the language," Schmalensee 
answered. "Certainly by early 1995, the decision had been made ... that 


the browser would be part of Windows."n Schmalensee also acknowledged 
that the earliest versions of Windows 95 didn’t include Microsoft’s 
browser, which was sold separately but added into Windows later. 





The government claimed that was further evidence that Microsoft had 
illegally combined separate products to compete against Netscape.n They 
combined it after the fact, bolted it on after the fact," Boies said 
outside court.n Microsoft frequently cites a June appeals court ruling 
that bundling of its Internet software with Windows 95 was legal anda 
"genuine integration" because consumers benefited. Legal experts have 
said the appeals court decision largely undermines the government’s tying 
claim, which had been filed months earlier. 











The antitrust trial had little impact on Microsoft’s earnings. The 
company on Tuesday reported a 72 percent increase in second-quarter 
profits. 





Microsoft had net income of $1.98 billion and diluted earnings per share 
of 73 cents for the quarter ending Dec. 31, up from $1.13 billion or 42 
cents a share a year ago. Revenues for the quarter were $4.94 billion, up 
38 percent from $3.59 billion a year ago. The quarterly profits and 
revenues were records.n The antitrust trial - and other cases Microsoft 
is fighting - has effected the company’s general and administrative 
costs. Greg Maffei, Microsoft’s chief financial officer, noted that those 
expenses had risen to $149 million from $106 million, "due, in part, to 
higher legal costs." 











eBay Offers Security Measures 


On Friday, online auctioneer eBay Inc. announced tougher new policies 
regarding fraud and piracy, including free insurance.n The company has 
been stung with criticisms of its policies before. eBay lets consumers 
handle the auctions themselves, and generally has a non-interference 
policy. But critics charge that the loose rules allow scam artists to 
rip-off consumers and traffic in pirated or illegal goods. Last month, 
eBay dropped an Oklahoma man from the service after discovering that the 
postal authorities were investigating him for mail fraud. Other 
complaints have surfaced regarding the auctions of unlicensed software 
and other goods. 

















"eBay has zero tolerance for fraud," eBay CEO Meg Whitman, said ina 
release. "These new upgrades ... are designed to meet the demands of our 
growing community. While fraud and other trust and safety issues are not 


new, eBay’s solutions are. We have committed and will continue to commit 
resources to have the most comprehensive programs in order to keep eBay a 
safe harbor for online person-to-person trading." The free insurance 
comes through a partnership with Lloyd’s of London. eBay will offer 
consumers protection for auctions worth up to $200, subject to a $25 
deductible. 


The stricter new policies cover problems ranging from "shill bidding" -- 
where users make false bids to drive up the price of an auction -- to 
deadbeat bidders who never pay up. eBay said it will impose 30-day 
suspensions for first time shill-bidders and eject them from the service 
for a second offense. Deadbeats will get one warning before the first 
30-day suspension.n To try and eliminate fraudulent bidders, eBay is also 
setting up a "verification" policy, where users can pay $5 to register 
their name, Social Security number and other personal identification with 
the service. Those users would then be marked as "Verified eBay user" to 
other eBay customers.n The company will also put measures in place to 
help companies watch for pirated or stolen merchandise being auctioned 
off through the service. The "Legal Buddy" program will allow the owner 
of a copyright or intellectual property to search the service for 
contraband and report it to eBay, which will remove illegal or unlicensed 
auctions from the site. 


























Apple’s Quarterly Profit Triples 





Apple Computer Inc. rode successful sales of its iMac computer to its 
fifth-straight profitable quarter, easily surpassing Wall Street 
forecasts in the process.n Apple tripled its profit from the year-ago 
period, earning $152 million, or 95 cents a share on a diluted basis, in 
the three months ended Dec. 26, 1998, compared to $47 million, or 33 
cents a diluted share, in the year-ago period. Apple’s revenues grew 8% 
to $1.71 billion from $1.58 billion. The company sold 519,000 iMac 
computers, which now come in five colors, since they went on sale last 
August. The new brand became the top-selling desktop machine sold at 
retail in November. 

















Microsoft Again Delays Windows 2000 


Will Windows 2000 make it out in 1999? That’s the question at least one 
analyst is raising after Microsoft Corp. said it had again pushed back 
the release of a new test version of its Windows 2000 operating system 
for business computers. 





In a posting Monday on its Web site, Microsoft said the third "beta" or 
test version of Windows 2000 is now expected out "in the April 1999 
timeframe" with the final version expected to ship in late 1999. 


"Basically, the product’s in great shape and we just want to take the 
extra few days to put the last final touches on it," said Ed Muth, 
Microsoft’s group manager for enterprise marketing. Windows 2000 is 
Microsoft’s most important new product. The massive and sophisticated 
network software program, which will be marketed in different versions 
for customers ranging from individual users to giant corporations, will 
be Microsoft’s primary operating system for business and large-scale 
computing. 








Microsoft officials characterized the latest delay as minor, since the 
most recent date for Beta 3’s release had been March.¥V ¥*fi Industry 





analyst Rob Enderle, vice president of Giga Information Group in Santa 
Clara, Calif., suggested, however, that Windows 2000 might not be ready 
for sale until June 2000. If so, he said, that could hurt Microsoft’s 
financial performance next year.n "The two big products they have coming 
out over the next year are Windows 2000 and Office 2000" - the latter an 
upgrade to Microsoft’s business software suite, Enderle said. 





Many corporate clients might wait to adopt Windows 2000 until after it 
has a track record and the inevitable fixes are issued for problems found 
in use. And many companies likewise won’t make the switch to Office 2000, 
due out later this year, until they are running the new operating system, 
Enderle said. Software delays are hardly rare at Microsoft. Its flagship 
product, Windows 95 and its successor, Windows 98, both were repeatedly 
postponed as testers found things needing to be fixed. 





Windows 2000, originally known as Windows NT Version 5.0, once was 
expected in 1998. The first test version of the software was released in 
August 1997. The second beta was due out last June, but wasn’t released 
until September. Microsoft originally had planned only a "Beta 2 refresh" 
rather than a full-scale third beta, but changed its mind last year. 





Muth said the latest delay "isn’t really a question of problems" in the 
software. Rather, "it’s a question of fit and finish work" to make sure 
the beta is ready.n "Our standards for the beta are very, very high," he 
said. 


Spider-Man's Creator Takes To The Web 


Wham! Bam! Doubleclick! Stan Lee, the creator of comic book super hero 
Spider-Man, is taking to the Web. 


The 76-year-old founder of Marvel Comics has dreamt up a team of Internet 
superheroes that will bust onto computer screens this summer. They are 
his first new characters in 30 years. Lee, who created figures like The 
Incredible Hulk and The Fantastic Four, has teamed with Web design 
company Organic to build a comic book site known as StanLee.net. The 
Internet site is part of Stan Lee Media Inc., a company that intends to 
cast Lee’s new characters in electronic games, movies and cartoons. 








The six or seven new super heroes will each come from different parts of 
the globe. The characters, which include an Egyptian superhero, derive 
their powers from the Internet. 











"The Internet is going to be the biggest thing in the world," said Lee, 
with his charismatic grin and swept back mane. "Here is a chance to tell 
new stories."n Lee helped found Marvel, the world’s largest comic book 
publisher, in 1961 and has been creating comics since 1940. In the last 
30 years he says he has filled three filing cabinets with ideas for 
superheroes. 








Lee’s Internet venture will for the first time afford him the chance to 
own his creations. Marvel Enterprises Inc. owns the rights to many of his 
other characters. Marvel emerged from bankruptcy in Oct. 1998 as part of 





Toy Biz Inc. 


Lee’s Internet hub —- www.stanlee.net - will be aimed at 10 to 20 
year-olds and will offer fr web pages, mail, games and areas to buy, 
sell and trade comics and merchandise. 








Stan Lee Media intends to become a public bulletin-board company within 
the next six months. 


Lee, whose name and image have appeared in an estimated two billion comic 
books in over 100 countries, said his new superheroes will have similar 
traits to those he created thr decades ago. "People are interested in 
interesting colorful people and it was that way in 1492 and it’1l be that 
way in the Year 3000," he said. 








Two Battle Over Website Rights 


High-chair Veronica is grappling with high school Veronica in the latest 
Internet domain duel, and it looks like the comic book brunette has the 
upper hand over the 22-month-old toddler. David Sams registered the 
veronica.org domain name for his baby daughter so she could grow up at 
ease with the Internet. He said he spent about $1,500 and several days of 
work to create the site.n Then came trademark trouble. Archie Comic 
Publications, publishers of the Riverdale High School gang comic strips, 
featuring Archie, Jughead, Betty and Veronica, own the trademark for the 
name Veronica. 











They have threatened legal action if Sams doesn’t pull the name, and he 
must decide this week, the Los Angeles Times reported Monday. Offices of 
the Mamaronek, N.Y., company were closed Monday and no one answered the 
phones. "I feel like David and Goliath here," said Sams, a television 
producer. The human Veronica’s Web site www.veronica.orgn shows her in a 
tub and in a high chair, looking perplexed. 





"How can a company own my name?" says the text. "Veronica, in Archie 
comics, is a brunette. I’m a blonde, sas" 


"You have a collision between a large and growing commercial use of the 
Internet and a large and growing community and communication use of the 





Internet," said David Johnson, co-director of the Cyberspace Law 
Institute in Washington. "Certainly, we have to allow personal and 
commercial uses of the Net to exist." Sams said he would fight, but he 


had a backup plan in place: he has registered the veronica.cc domain name 
in the Cocos Islands, an Australian territory off Sri Lanka. 


"It’s going to be very difficult for anybody to force them to take down 
our Web site," he said. 





DEJA NEWS CEO JOINS BOARD OF VAULTREPORTS .COM 

















Deja News CEO Tom Phillips, former Starwave and ESPN executive and 
co-founder of Spy magazine, Joins Board of Directors of Silicon Alley’s 
VaultReports.comn 





NEW YORK, NY. -Jan. 22, 1999 VaultReports.com continues to strengthen 
its position as a leading electronic recruiting company by doing some 
impressive recruiting of its own: today VaultReports.com names Tom 

Phillips, CEO of online powerhouse Deja News, to its Board of Directors. 














Phillips brings years of new media and publishing experience to 
VaultReports.com. In 1985, Phillips co-founded the cutting-edge Spy 
magazine, whose rapier wit and satire of the rich and famous made the 
magazine an icon of the 80s. After selling Spy in 1991, Phillips joined 
Seattle-based Starwave, where he built all of the company’s online 








services. With Disney’s purchase of an interest in Starwave, Phillips 
became president of the affiliated ABC News Internet Ventures and ESPN 
Internet Ventures. 





Phillips currently heads up Deja News, the leading online discussion 
network, which provides free access to some 80,000 online discussion 
forums. He holds a BA in applied mathematics from Harvard and an MBA from 
Stanford Business School. "I look forward to helping VaultReports.com 
fortify its position as the first nationally-known brand for careers," 
said Phillips. VaultReports.com is uniquely positioned to leverage its 
extensive library of "insider" career content and rapidly attract job 
seekers to its electronic headhunting service, VaultMatch. 











[The appointment of Phillips as director comes on the heels of several 

major achievements for VaultReports.com. Last month, the company 

registered its 50,000th job seeker for its VaultMatch recruiting service. 
The company was also recently profiled by Forbes, which called Vault’s 
content a *:fun read [with] edgy details.°{ This month, VaultReports.com is 
included as one of only two career Web sites in Yahoo! Internet Life’s 
elite ranking of the "Best of the Best Web Sites for ’98." About 
VaultReports.com Rated *-4 stars (out of 4)°4 by Yahoo! 











Internet Life, VaultReports.com is a leading Internet career-research 
and recruiting service for job seekers. Based in New York City, 
VaultReports.com provides a proprietary service called VaultMatch 
(http://www.vaultreports.com/vaultmatch), an online recruiting tool that 
matches young, professional job seekers with corporate employers and 
headhunters. Augmenting VaultMatch is VaultReports.com’s award-winning 
collection of Vault Reports Employer Profiles, Vault Reports Industry 
Guides, and Vault Reports-Houghton Mifflin career books. 
VaultReports.com also licenses its award-winning career content to 
leading web sites such as Yahoo!, AOL, and Wall Street Journal 
Interactive. VaultReports.com was founded in 1996 by Samer Hamadeh, Mark 
Oldman, and H.S. Hamadeh, recent graduates of Stanford and Wharton. 




















Kids’ Computing 


The Kids’ Computing Corner 
Computer news and software reviews 
from a parent’s point of view 


by Frank Sereno 
fsereno@uti.com 
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44K Explore for files 1.0 Free Context 
Useful for immediate access to the folder Menu Enhancements 
of a file behind a shortcut (shortcuts are 
resolved) or for files listed by "find files". 








get it 
71K Database Gate 1.0 Shareware 
You can write queries, create, alter or Programming Tools 
drop tables, xecute stored procedures, Misc 


get information about all the tables in the 
database or the columns list/primary key of 
a table, export/import data. 
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TFTP Turbo98 2.0 Trial Server Tools-Misc 
Delivers TFTP to Windows 95/98, allowing 

you to configure a multitude of network 

devices without the need for expensive 

software packages. 


Mocha 3.0 Free Sound Tools-Misc 
Starting with simple mathematical 
expression, you can investigate the 
visual impact of variable time, the 
inflence of sounds, colors, and seed 
images to the images created by Mocha. 


Ping Thingy 3.0 Free Network Information 
Both a Ping client and Traceroute client. Tools 

It is intended as a replacement for the 

command line tools available (Ping and 

Tracert). 





eRing 3.0 Shareware Voice Chat Tools 
With eRing, anyone using an ordinary 

telephone can now talk to you directly at 

your PC connected to the internet. 


CyberOffice Shopping Cart 1.0 Shareware Web Commerce Tools 
Offering a universal hook to all shopping 
pages on your Web site. 


123Search 2.0 Free Web Searching Tools 
Lets authors create powerful javascript 

search engines for their website without 

having to know any javascript. 


Lock n Safe 1.0 Shareware Access Control 
This small application works by Utilities 
restricting keyboard input and 
consequently preventing the user from 
switching tasks. The Ctrl-Esc, Alt-—Tab, 
and Alt-Ctrl-Del commands are disabled 
while the password window is displayed. 








1-Zip 3.0 Shareware Compression and 
Gives you an easy, flexible way to make Zip File Utilities 
your own self-extracting zip files. You 

can use a "Wizard" style interface, or 

automate the whole process from a Template 





file. 
WinMaster 2.0 Free Shell Ehancements - 
WinMaster is a program where you can Misc 


customize Windows. 


NetRadar 1.0 Free Winsock Tools - 
Use it to monitor the ups and downs of Misc 

your dialup or dedicated Internet 

provider. NetRadar runs transparently on 

most connections, performing routine 

tests, and giving you unobtrusive 

feedback about connection performance. 


























get it Nshare -— LAN Version 1.0 Trial 
1,193K Eliminates the need for multiple phone 
lines! Nshare allows multiple computers 
to access the Internet using only one 
connection. 
get it Nshare —- Serial Version 1.0 Trial 
1,193K Eliminates the need for multiple phone 
lines! Nshare allows multiple computers 
to access the Internet using only one 
connection. 
get it SSSpider 1.05 Shareware 
3,733K Automates searching for information on 
the Internet. It queries multiple search 
engines for a phrase. 
get it CaptureStudio 1.07 Shareware 
2,305K Powerful image and video capture 
program 
get it SSSiter 1.10 Shareware 
829K SSSiter provides you with your own 
personal search engine that can dig 
into a web site to find information 
buried in it. 
get it SSScanner 2.50 Shareware 
725K A full-text search utility, which scans 
within files on your local ornetwork 
drives, looking for a given word or 
phrase. 
get it ToDo95 4.30 Shareware 
2,107K A To-Do List manager. 
Clearance: Music ORDER TOLL FREE (888) 881-6001 
Title Publisher Ages 
Rock & Bach Studio Broderbund 7-14 3 
Quick Score Professional Dr. T’s 14-Up 3 
Note Play IBIS 12-Up 3 
Rythum Ace IBIS 12-Up 3 
Soloist IBIS 12-Up 3 


Go to Specials Menu, Table of Contents, Order Form. 
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EDUPAGE STR Focus 
Keeping the users informed 
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SUN, SONY AND PHILLIPS JOIN TO DEVELOP A POST-PC ERA 


Sun Microsystems is forming an alliance with consumer electronics giants 
Sony Corporation and Royal Phillips Electronics NV to integrate Sun’s 
Jini (pronounced gee-nee) programming environment with the HAVI (Home 
Audio Visual Interoperability) architecture developed by Sony, Phillips 








and others; the result of this integration will be the 


creation of a new 


generation of networked entertainment devices and appliances (TVs, 
stereos, VCRs, thermostats, etc.) that can communicate with humans and 
each other over the Internet. New York Times information technology 
analyst John Markoff says: "Both the Sun Jini and the new Microsoft 
Universal Plug and Play alliance appear to be attempts to do roughly 
similar tasks," but the two technologies "represent deep philosophical 
differences. Microsoft and the personal computer makers are developing 
standards for a PC-centric vision of the home of the future, in which a 
personal computer controls everything from energy efficiency to telephone 
messaging and video delivery. In contrast, the Jini-HAVI alliance is a 
radical decentralized approach to computing in which control is spread 
throughout a network with no central point. In the Jini-HAVI vision of 
the world, the consumer could control all the appliances in a networked 
home from a personal computer but could also use a television or even 
some all-in-one infrared remote control device." (New York Times 19 Jan 
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EKS ARRANGEMENT WITH BELL ATLANTIC 























Vodafone, which on Friday defeated Bell Atlantic in a competition for 











acquiring AirTouch, the U.S. mobile telephone company, 


is urgently 


seeking assurances from Bell Atlantic that it will continue to cooperate 
with AirTouch on PrimeCo Personal Communications, a joint venture between 
Bell Atlantic and AirTouch. The two companies have a reciprocal agreement 
to deliver each other’s cell phone traffic on either side of the country. 
A breakdown in the relationship would mean that Vodafone would be forced 
to find new partners or acquire firms to round out its U.S. coverage. "If 
we can maintain the relationship with Bell Atlantic and not have to put 
more capital into that area, but into other parts of the world, so much 
the better," says Vodafone CEO Chris Gent. (Financial Times 18 Jan 99) 






































SNAP TO OFFER NEAR-TV-QUALITY AUDIO AND VIDEO OVER NET 














Snap, the Internet service of NBC and C/Net, will make use of new phone 
and cable technologies to offer subscribers high-speed delivery of 








near-TV-quality audio and video over the Internet. Th 


company’s chief 


executive says, "One reason the Web took off is because people made it 


easier to find print-—based information. We’1ll make it easier to find 
audio and video." Code-named "Cyclone," the new service will also be 
offered in customized versions by Bell Atlantic, SBC and GTE. (USA Today 
19 Jan 99) 














SURVEY TALLIES IT COSTS 











A survey of information technology expenditures at 102 colleges and 
universities shows that outsourcing can have a dramatic effect on 
reducing costs -—- for instance, by hiring outside companies to handle 
some computer repairs, schools can save up to 40% on per-computer support 
costs. In addition, the survey documents what most schools already know 
—- the larger the institution, the lower per-computer and per-user 
support costs. "It is what you’d expect -- bigger institutions can handle 
more computers for less money," says Karen Leach, CIO for Colgate 
University who co-authored the survey with David Smallen, director of 
information technology services at Hamilton College. Summaries of the 
results can be found at http://www.its.colgate.edu/kleach/costs/costs.htm 
(Chronicle of Higher Education 22 Jan 99) 


























EXCITE ACQUIRED BY @HOM 
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@Home Network, a company that offers high-speed Internet access to cable 
TV subscribers, is buying Excite Inc., one of the largest Internet 
"portal" sites (sites chosen by Internet surfers as their main port of 
entry into the World Wide Web), for $6 billion. The deal will improve the 
position of AT&T, which is in the process of acquiring cable company 
Tele-Communications Inc., the major shareholder of @Home. AT&T will be 
able to offer a full range of Internet services, including dialup access 
(through AT&T WorldNet), high-speed Internet access and local phone 
service through @Home; and, with Excite, become a new rival of MSN and 
AOL. (New York Times 19 Jan 99) 





























E-MAIL RESPONSES AT A SNAIL’S PACI 





GI 





A recent survey of Fortune 100 companies by e-mail software firm 
Brightware shows that many respondents allow e-mail to languish for days 
before responding to it. Four companies took a full week to respond to 
the question, "What is your corporate headquarters address?" (In one 
case, Hewlett-Packard took 23 days.) Rapid responders included Texaco, 
which responded within four minutes, and Albertson’s and Costco, both of 
which responded within five minutes. Overall, fewer than 15% responded 
within three hours, and 26% either did not accept e-mail or made it so 
difficult to find e-mail information on their Web sites that a typical 
user probably would give up looking. (Los Angeles Times 18 Jan 99) 























INTEL TEAMS UP WITH SECURITY COMPANY 














Through an alliance with the computer encryption company RSA Data 
Security Inc., chip maker Intel Corp. will develop and manufacture 
high-performance chips with embedded RSA encryption technology. One 
question yet to be resolved is whether the chips will meet various export 
restrictions imposed by the U.S. government, which fears that such 
technology could fall into the hands of international criminals or 
terrorists. Industry analyst David Wu says, "These high-performance chips 
are going to make Internet commerce more safe. It helps the overall 
computer industry, but Intel may have to use good, persuasive lobbyists 
and lawyers in Washington to get them accepted." (AP/Washington Post 19 
Jan 99) 








ANALOG DEVICES DEBUTS SAFENET CHIP 























Analog Devices has unveiled its SafeNet chip for communications 
networking hubs and routers; SafeNet can encrypt or decrypt data twice as 
fast as rivaling VPN (virtual private network) "black box" devices, which 
cost $5,000 and up. The $65 chip is targeted toward big banks and 
government agencies that handle significant amounts of confidential data 
over their virtual private networks. (Wall Street Journal 19 Jan 99) 








INTEL INVESTS IN SAMSUNG 








As part of a strategy to ensure an adequate supply of next-generation 
memory chips, Intel will be investing $100 million in South Korea’s 
Samsung Electronics, the world’s largest dynamic access memory (DRAM) 
manufacturer. Intel made a similar investment in October when it put $500 
million into Micron Technology. Intel is determined to accelerate 
adoption of its Direct Rambus DRAM as a new standard for microprocessors. 
(Reuters/San Jose Mercury News 21 Jan 99) 











COMPUTING TO GET A BOOST IN 2000 BUDGET 











The federal budget for fiscal year 2000 will include a 6% raise for the 
National Science Foundation the largest percentage increase of any 
basic research agency. The $200 million increase will go a long way 
toward funding the administration’s as-yet-unnamed computing initiative, 
which initially will involve NSF, NASA, the Department of Energy and the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. 1 














The initiative was first 
conceived in response to an August ’98 report issued by a White House 
task force that recommended an additional $1 billion over five years be 
spent on information technology research. Computer scientist Ken Kennedy 
of Rice University calls the new budget proposal "a very positive start" 
in fulfilling the recommendations of the task force. (Science 15 Jan 99) 




















ACLU WANTS CLOSED HEARINGS IN ITS CHALLENGE TO ANTI-PORN LAW 

















Because it wants to present testimony that will contain corporate trade 
secrets, business plans, and other financial information, the American 
Civil Liberties Union has asked a judge to close the court to the public 
in its case challenging the Child Online Protection Act. The law would 
require commercial Web sites to collect a credit card number or some 
other access code as proof of age before allowing a person to view 
material deemed "harmful to minors." Testifying as first witness for the 
ACLU, Vanderbilt University management professor Donna Hoffman said that, 
for fear of losing their privacy, 75% of Web users would not give 
personal information to gain access to a site, and 66% would not do even 
if registration were anonymous. (USA Today 20 Jan 99) 




















SHANGHAI MAN GETS RELATIVELY LIGHT SENTENCE IN INTERNET CASE 
































A Chinese court has given a two-year jail sentence to Lin Hai, the 
30-year-old owner of a computer software company in Shanghai, for selling 
30,000 e-mail addresses to the Washington, D.C.-based electronic 
publication VIP Reference, which is critical of the Chinese government. 
Although the charge on which Lin Hai was judged guilty was "inciting the 
subversion of state sovereignty," his wife insisted that he had sold the 
addresses without knowing that they were being used for anti-government 
purposes. The sentence is part of a renewed government crackdown against 
dissidents, but it is significantly lighter that other recent sentences 
for similar offenses. (Washington Post 20 Jan 99) 
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WASHINGTON (AP) _ House Majority Whip Tom DeLay told a conservative 
gathering Thursday night the Republican Party could benefit from moving 
forward with the impeachment of President Clinton. 


"There is a difference between right and wrong, and there is a clear 
choice between justice and corruption," the Texas Republican said in a 
keynote dinner speech at the Conservative Political Action Conference. 





DeLay disagreed with some political analysts who have said a drawn-out 
impeachment trial could hurt the GOP in elections next year. 


"And when this impeachment situation is resolved, the American electorate 














will match the strength of our convictions with the merits of our ideas," 
he said, "and when the sun rises following election night 2000 I think we 
will control both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue because of it." 





DeLay also dismissed criticism that the process has been one-sided. 


"T am here to tell you that there was nothing partisan about how we 
approached the impeachment process," he said. "Because it is impossible 
to be partisan when you are following your constitutional obligations." 


Quayle To Run for President 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) _ Former Vice President Dan Quayle reportedly will go 
on cable television tonight to outline his plan to seek the Republican 
nomination for president in 2000. 


"I am uniquely positioned and prepared to be president. I can assure you 
I am serious. I am committed," Quayle said in today’s Indianapolis Star 
and News. He is to discuss his plans tonight on CNN’s "Larry King Live." 


Quayle, who moved from Indiana to Arizona in 1996, said his campaign 
headquarters will be in Phoenix, but major campaign announcements will 
come in Indiana. 


He is expected to announce the formation of an exploratory committee in 
Indianapolis early next month and will formally announce his candidacy in 
April in Huntington, where he was raised, The Star and News reported. 





Quayle, George Bush’s vice president and running mate in 1988 and 1992, 
calls himself a credible candidate whom the public will take seriously. 


"It’s going to be different for me this time around, running for 
president," he said. "I will be in control. My agenda. My campaign. My 
staff." 


Quayle, 51, said he will push for a 30 percent across-the-board tax rate 
reduction and emphasize foreign policy. 


Quayle has a wide fund-raising base and is well established in the early 
primary states. 





Other potential GOP candidates include Texas Gov. George W. Bush, former 
Tennessee Gov. Lamar Alexander, Ohio Rep. John Kasich, Elizabeth Dole, 
Sen. John McCain of Arizona, broadcaster Pat Buchanan, millionaire Steve 
Forbes and religious activist Gary Bauer. 








(check out our "Editorial Quips" item this week) 


Justice Dept. Bans Net Applets 


Fearing a potentially disastrous cyberbreach of its systems, the DOJ of 
Justice (DOJ) has taken a hard-core stance on applets: It has banned 
them. 


Responding to security concerns, the DOJ is blocking script code such as 
Java, JavaScript and ActiveX from download via the Internet or e-mail 
messages because of the potential risks such code poses, said Mark A. 
Boster, assistant attorney general for IRM and the DOJ’s deputy chief 
information officer. "We’re real concerned," said Boster. 


Using the script languages, a malicious programmer could embed an applet 
in an e-mail or a Web site that could do something such as copy a hard 
drive and transmit the information outside the DOJ, he said. The danger 
is that once an applet is downloaded and running, it could improperly 
access or alter data on a host computer or network, Boster said. 


A Danish webmaster last year informed Microsoft Corp. of a security hole 
in the Internet Explorer browser that could let a Web site operator 
penetrate a PC’s hard drive under certain circumstances. 














Also last year, the government-sponsored Computer Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) posted an advisory about a security gap that would let a hacker 
invade JavaScript to monitor a Web-browsing session remotely. CERT’s 
advice: Turn JavaScript off on the browser. 




















Justice is working with both Microsoft and Netscape Communications Corp. 
to develop a browser that could be used across the DOJ and would block 
script. "We have a single point of presence to the Internet, " he said. 
"We’re going to implement a standard browser, and the only browsers that 
work will have certain security and identity. Then we can lock down 
certain functions," such as applets. 





Justice is not alone in its concern or its get-tough response, said 
Treasury Department CIO James Flyzik, co-chairman of the CIO Council. 
"Some agencies are allowing access, some are not," he said. 





One possible solution could be digital certificates, said Richard Guida, 
chairman of the Government Information Technology Services Board’s Public 
Key Infrastructure Steering Committee. 


Under this method, an agency would set up a firewall and require that all 
senders of applets have a digital certificate that the firewall 
recognizes, he said. This method still requires some development work. 
The firewall would need to be programmed with digital certificates from 
trusted parties, Guida said. And even so, it is possible that a person 
could somehow introduce malicious script into an e-mail or onto a Web 
site. But if that were to occur, it would be possible to trace the script 
back using the digital certificate, he said. 











"Clearly, with any type of Internet access, ActiveX and JavaScript do 
pose some interesting security challenges," Flyzik said. "We need to 
continue to recognize those security challenges and find the security 
process and procedures that allow us to implement these kinds of 
technologies in a way that we can have the proper security in place as 
well." 





Boster, chairman of the CIO Council’s Security Committee, said Justice is 
working with vendors so that organizations using scripts can embed a 
digital certificate that could then be recognized by the DOJ. 


"We recognize the reality of blocking Java," Boster said. "We are 
actively pushing for a solution that will allow us to do the things that 
other organizations are doing while being able to contain what we think 
could be a potentially dangerous threat." 














Treasury has firewalls both Department wide and within its components, 
Flyzik said. There are also policies and procedures about using applets 
and script languages. 











But he said more needs to be done. "In the long run, I think it’s clear 
that Java and JavaScript are going to be key components of any agency -- 
government or private sector," he said. "It’s hard to imagine JavaScript 


not being part of your strategic applications, so we’re going to need to 
find a way to step up to the security challenge to allow these 
capabilities and address the concerns." 


Reported by Government Computer News, http://www.gcn.com 





STARR’S LOWEST BLOW 
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In indicting Julie Hiatt Steele, the independent counsel continues a 
pattern of bullying women. 





BY BRUCE SHAPIRO 


T 


I phoned Julie Hiatt Steele last week at the behest of a mutual 
acquaintance. I felt a bit like a voyeur: Just a few hours earlier this 
51-year-old single mother had been indicted by Kenneth Starr. I fully 
expected to find someone broken by inquisitorial pressure. Her travails 
had already been recounted in the press, on talk shows and in Congress: 
investigation of her 8-year-old’s adoption, the prospect of facing down 
the nation’s most powerful prosecutor with no resources of her own. Yet 
the voice on the other end of the phone was neither shattered nor 
haunted. Angry, yes; and so protective of her son that she doubted he 
should ever even meet a reporter. 











But when I asked her what she most desired, her answer was neither peace 
nor a return to privacy nor that the pressure on her family end. It was 
one word, repeated several times: "Vindication." 


Julie Hiatt Steele is, as has been widely written, merely a peripheral 
figure in the Clinton impeachment saga: a former friend of Kathleen 
Willey who once vouched for Willey’s claim that she was groped by the 
president and later -- before the Monica Lewinsky scandal ever broke -- 
told Newsweek she’d lied at Willey’s behest. Yet while Steele is a 
third-tier player -- a carrier of gossip -—- her indictment goes to the 
heart of the Clinton impeachment trial. Not, as has been generally 
presumed, because she might somehow bring Willey’s allegations to life 
again, but because Steele’s own story fits conveniently into the baroque, 
conspiratorial tapestry that Starr and the House impeachment squad have 
spun in hopes of driving the president from office. 
































The basic facts bear repeating. In August 1997, Newsweek reported 
Willey’s claim that President Clinton had groped her in the Oval Office. 
Reporter Michael Isikoff talked to Steele, who said Willey had told her 


about the incident at the time. But before Isikoff’s article ever 
appeared, Steele changed her story: Her friend Willey, she told Isikoff, 
had asked her to spread the story of harassment, but she admitted the 
story was a fabrication. Newsweek printed both versions. Eventually, 

Julie Steel a registered Republican active in charitable work and 
social service -- found herself interviewed by Ken Starr’s FBI agents and 
subpoenaed before two of his grand juries. Each time, she repeated her 
recantation of the initial story. Each time, the pressure increased: 
Starr called her brother, her former lawyer and her adult child. And 
Steele charged in the media -- most notably on the Larry King show -- 
that Starr’s staff even asked questions about the legality of her 
adoption of a Romanian infant, her son Adam, now 8. 




















Is this about resurrecting Willey? Certainly, Steele stood in the way of 
Willey being more than a footnote to the Starr Report or the House’s 
articles of impeachment. Yet even if Steele reversed herself tomorrow, it 
would not do much to make Willey a credible witness against the president 
at his trial -- and Starr’s staff knows it. As Salon was the first to 
report, Willey herself has severe credibility problems: She had once 
falsely accused a business associate of murdering her husband, harassing 
him so persistently that a judge issued an arrest warrant; she was sued 
for evading repayment of money her husband had embezzled; and later, 
after she appeared on "60 Minutes," White House documents showed that 
she’d substantially misrepresented her contact with Clinton after the 
president’s alleged pass. What she may or may not have once told Steele 
does not alter the shaky foundations of her dependability. 




















But if not for Willey, why is Starr pursuing this single mother, sending 
FBI agents to probe into her son’s adoption and finally threatening 
Steele herself with prison? The answer is buried in Paragraph 17 of 
Starr’s indictment: Because in January 1998, months after she’d already 
told Newsweek the Willey story was false, "an attorney for President 
Clinton interviewed Defendant Steele at her home in Virginia." Shortly 
afterward, Steele provided the president’s legal team with an affidavit 
repeating the recantation she’d already made to the press. 





There you have it. Long before the Lewinsky story broke, Ken Starr and 
the impeachment faction convinced themselves that their Arkansas and 
Washington trawls were coming up empty only because the president’s 
attorneys were acting like mob lawyers in "The Godfather," buying the 
silence of those with knowledge of supposed presidential wrongdoing, or 
delivering the Arkansas equivalent of a horse’s head. This explained 
Webster Hubbell’s and Susan McDougal’s persistent refusal to implicate 
the Clintons in their own illegalities; it explained the failure of 
Whitewater, Filegate, the campaign finance investigations to produce 
anything resembling a smoking gun. 











As the independent counsel himself noted in his final report, when Starr 
sought authority to include Lewinsky in his investigation, it was to 
prove that her lie in her Paula Jones deposition, too, had been purchased 
through the intercession of Vernon Jordan, Bettie Currie and other White 
House operatives. This presumed conspiracy is the central theory of the 











impeachment, and it is why the House Republicans were willing to charge 
Clinton with obstruction of justice in the Jones case -- even while 
voting down the far-more-convincing charge of presidential perjury in 





Clinton’s Jones deposition. 


The trouble is, of course, that this net of presidential 
influence-peddling has yet to be proven in a single instance. Webb 
Hubbell denies the White House has bought his silence. Monica Lewinsky 





says "nobody ever promised me a job or told me to lie." 





Enter Julie Hiatt Steele. Starr’s indictment notes portentously that when 
first approached by a lawyer working for Clinton counselor Bob Bennett, 
"Defendant Steele, upon advice of her attorney, decided not to sign the 
affidavit" saying Willey had asked her to lie. But "Sometime thereafter, 
Defendant Steele changed her mind." 








In that change of mind -- in Steele’s decision to supply the president’s 
lawyers with an account of Willey’s alleged duplicity -- lies the 
impeachment squad’s conviction that she, too, is now part of the vast 
White House conspiracy to obstruct justice. Her affidavit in the Jones 
case makes up the first count of obstruction of justice in Starr’s 
indictment. 


But like so many other charges behind the Clinton case now before the 
Senate, the indictment of Steele contains more holes than connective 
tissue. The president’s legal team only approached Steele after her 
retraction was noted in Newsweek, as Steele’s attorney, Nancy Luque, 
points out. It’s true Steele was uneasy about getting involved in the 
Jones case, but once she gave her affidavit she never wavered from her 
account. What’s more -- and this is crucial considering that it is a 
linchpin of her indictment -- Clinton’s legal team never even entered 
Steele’s affidavit into evidence. She was never a witness in the Jones 
case. She’s being charged with obstruction of justice for a statement 
that never even made it to the court clerk’s office. 





That’s hardly the only dubious count in Starr’s indictment. Incredibly, 
the independent counsel charges her for repeating her story on Larry 
King. It’s as if the First Amendment did not exist. The indictment claims 
the Larry King interview is relevant because Steele sent a copy to the 
grand jury "without being asked in any way" -- when in fact, according to 
attorney Luque, the interview was sent in response to a subpoena. It’s a 
mini-version of the "perjury trap" sprung against the president: First 
pressure Steele to submit an interview that’s no business of the grand 
jury’s, then indict her for submitting it. The indictment makes much of 
two acquaintances of Steele’s, "John Doe No. 1" and "Jane Doe No. 1," to 
whom she supposedly repeated the Willey story. But even if that’s true, 
it doesn’t make Willey’s story true or Steele’s recantation false. It 
just means she spread gossip. 











As with the Clinton impeachment case, there will no doubt be enough 
she-said/she-said elements to the charges against Steele to fill MSNBC’s 
dead air for a month. But that does not change the singularly vindictive 
nature of her indictment. 





And if to the impeachment squad Steele seems an integral part of the 
baroque tale of presidential obstruction, her indictment in fact fits 
into Starr’s curious war on women. The long imprisonment of Susan 
McDougal; the coerced testimony of Lewinsky; the threats to Lewinsky’s 
mother, Marcia Lewis, so similar to Starr’s vicious attempt to threaten 
Steele’s adoption; the long and fruitless attempt to indict Hillary 
Rodham Clinton for a variety of imagined malfeasances in Travelgate and 
the Rose billing scandal. 





This is the pattern, the modus operandi at the center of the Senate’s 
impeachment case, that lies behind the impeachment faction’s persistent 
call for witnesses, witnesses, witnesses as Clinton’s impeachment trial 
opens: Since there’s no case against the president, threaten the women, 
subpoena the women, indict the women, until someone -- Monica, Bettie, 





Susan, Julie -- breaks. 
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Bits & Bytes 


by Cap’t. Ralph F. Mariano 
rmariano@streport.com 


Ciguatera Solution 


When the phone rings in the middle of the night, Hawaii medical doctor, 
Neal Palafox knows who is calling. "It’s usually a fisherman who has 
gotten my name off the Internet or from someone he knows. He’s sick with 
ciguatera poisoning and has heard that I can help him." 


Dr. Palafox is well familiar with the complaints - tingling or stinging 
in the hands and feet, muscle and joint aches, diarrhea, severe stomach 
pains, and a reversal of hot and cold sensation. "The official reported 
number of cases in Hawaii is approximately 60 per year," said Dr. 
Palafox. "But there are probably five times that many. A lot of people 
who call me don’t report it." 


Fortunately, with the new ciguatera test kit, Cigua-Check*, recently 
introduced by Oceanit Test Systems, Inc. (Oceanit), cases such as these 
need not happen again. Ciguatera poisoning is caused by a microorganism 
found in a dinoflagellate algae called Gambierdiscus toxicus. Other 
species of dinoflagellates are responsible for the poisonous "Red Tide" 
fish kills around the world and for the recent outbreak of Pfiesteria on 
the East Coast. In tropical seas, the Gambierdiscus dinoflagellates bloom 
and settle on nearshore seaweed. Herbivorous fish eat the seaweed along 
with the toxic dinoflagellate. The fish that carry the toxin are 
considered by scientists to be "hot" or risky to eat. 
































When larger fish eat the smaller toxic fish, the toxin becomes 
concentrated in the fat, muscles, and organs of the carnivorous fish. 
The most dangerous parts of the fish are the head and viscera where the 
toxin tends to concentrate. The risk to people increases as the toxin 
moves up the food chain into larger and larger fish. Symptoms typically 
show up four to eight hours after eating a toxic fish. The symptoms 
include general weakness, diarrhea, muscle pain, joint aches, numbness 
around the mouth, hands and feet, and sometimes a reversal of the 

















sensation of hot and cold. "It’s kind of like having a real bad flu, 
except your hands, feet, and lips tingle, and an ice pack feels like it’s 
filled with hot coals," said one patient. Symptoms can persist for days 


or weeks, but in a few cases, up to fourteen months. 


Occasionally, as in the case of a fisherman on the island of Kauai, who 
died after eating an afflicted Marquesan sardine, ciguatera poisoning can 


be fatal within a few hours. Cooking does not eliminate the toxin, but 
rather actually concentrates the toxin by cooking away water in the fish 
flesh. If the patient is treated within hours with Mannitol, the symptoms 
go away quickly. For many fishermen in Hawaii, eating reef fish has 
become a kind of gamble with known stakes. They accept the risk that some 
of the reef fish they catch may be "hot" but feel compelled to eat their 
catch because of the time, energy, and effort they have spent making 
their catch. 








Some try to diminish the risk by being selective over where they fish. 
There are certain areas on the Big Island, Oahu, and Kauai that have 
become associated with fish poisoning. By avoiding eating the fish caught 
in one of these "hot" areas, the fishermen reason that they will be safe. 
Unfortunately, there are no guarantees. According to Dr. Yoshitsugi 
Hokama, a professor with the John A. Burns School of Medicine at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa and developer of Oceanit’s Cigua-Check*, 
there is no assurance that fish caught in "safe" areas will be completely 
free of ciguatoxin. 


In order to alleviate this problem, Dr. Hokama developed and patented a 
quick and inexpensive test that allows fishermen to check whether fish 

are safe before they eat them. In the test, a small, rice-grain-sized 
sample of fish flesh is placed in a vial of liquid methanol. A test stick 
is placed into this vial for the specified period then removed, air-dried 
and placed in a second vial of purple solution. After the specified 
period, the test stick is removed and rinsed in tap water, and the 
results are read. If after the test, the test stick remains white, the 
fish is safe to eat. However, if the stick turns purple (in varying 
shades depending on the degree of toxicity), it means the fish is "hot" 
and therefore dangerous to eat. By simply sampling this small bit of 
flesh, a reef fisherman can have the assurance that the fish he brings to 
the dinner table is completely safe. 








This test kit, Cigua-Check*, is available directly from Oceanit and 
retail stores throughout Hawaii. Oceanit is in the process of stocking 
Cigua-Check in stores worldwide. Although no test is perfect, Oceanit’s 
ciguatera test has a high level of accuracy. In laboratory and field 
tests conducted at the University of Hawaii by Dr. Hokama using an 
earlier version of the test, 95% of 300 specimens of fish implicated in 
actual ciguatera cases tested positive. 








Increasing Need Statistics from the Hawaii State Department of Health 
show a fluctuating but steady increase in the number of recorded 
ciguatera poisoning cases in Hawaii. In the twenty years between 1971 and 
1991, there were 900 cases reported. However, from 1990 to 1997, 504 
cases were reported. This represents an increase of more than 50%. 
Nationwide, ciguatera accounts for 41% of all fish poisoning annually. 
The most common reef fish afflicted in Hawaii are the kahala (amberjack), 
papio and ulua (juvenile and adult jack Crevalle, respectively), mullet, 
kole (gold-ring or yellow-eyed surgeonfish), uhu (parrotfish), uku (gray 
snapper), palani (eye-striped surgeonfish), eel, and po’ou (ringtail or 
rose-colored wrasse). Most of the cases occur on the island of Oahu. 

















Scientists disagree as to whether the cause of the increase is due to an 
increase in the overall number of people fishing or to the degradation of 
the ocean environment that has caused an increase in the number of 
dinoflagellates in the nearshore reefs. Nevertheless, the number of 
incidents relative to population is low in Hawaii compared to areas such 
as the Caribbean, Micronesia, and the South Pacific. In one test sample 
in Tahiti in 1966, for example, out of the test population of 35,000 
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we have Dr. Hokama’s test 


To order Cigua-Check or for more information, contact: 
Oceanit Test Systems, Inc. 

1100 Alakea St., 31st Fl., 

Honolulu, HI 96813. 

Phone -(808) 539-2345, 

Fax — (808) 531-3177, 





or visit our web site at http://www.cigua.com 
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The Linux Advocate 
by Scott Dowdle 


a science 
le safe. 


kit that 


The source code for Heretic and yet another Doom-engine based game 
(whose name I am drawing a blank on at the moment) were released 
recently. As a result, the Linux community has been busy porting these 
games over to Linux. A binary for Heretic is available a the following 
URL: Heretic: 








http://www.cs.uni-potsdam.de/~wertmann/homepage3.html 


I believe it requires you have the DOS game so you have access to all of 
the data files, but besides that, it is reported to work. My point here 
might not be obvious, as I’m not crowing about an ancient game now 
becoming available for Linux. My point is that porting software to Linux 
is usually no where near as hard as people think it is... especially if 
said software has some form of Unix version available. 

Take as another example: Lotus Notes. I read quite a few articles this 
week that were basically reviewing Linux’s potential in the mainstream. 
On several occasions (and you'll run into one or two of them in the news 
links below) I saw the writer mention how Lotus Notes wasn’t available 
for Linux and that was a serious drawback. In reality, there has been 
much talk about Lotus Notes for Linux as Lotus already has a Unix based 
version available. Lotus followed the path that so many big developers 
have... when the Linux community asks for a product the company first 
says, "No, there is very little market for it." Then people in the Linux 
community grumble about it and it is discovered that one of the 
developers of the product has already ported it to Linux in his spare 
time and had it working on a personal machine... or some story to that 
effect. Then the company realizes that it takes very little effort to 
port something to Linux and they say, "Yeah, ok... why not. We’ll have it 
available soon." Then, if it is a client/server-based application, they 
realize how easy it is to port the server product as well and that is a 
very attractive option given the vast strides Linux has made in the 
server OS market. While the scenario I just mentioned isn’t exactly what 
happened with Lotus and Linux, it is pretty darn close. Lotus has 
announced that the both the server and client will be made available 
although I’m not sure when... and that porting it to Linux actually took 
very little effort. 
































I was really crunched for time this week so this edition will be someone 
Spartan. 


NEWS: 





Item #1: Delayed! Windows 2000 Slips Again - Ok, what does this have to 
do with Linux you might ask? Well, Jesse Berst’s AnchorDesk column 
says... 





"What’s a poor customer to do? More and more of them are answering that 
question with ’switch to Linux.’ And choosing Linux over NT will get even 
easier next month when Compaq partners with Red Hat Software to preload 
Linux on its servers and to offer 24x7 support." 
http://www.zdnet.com/anchordesk/story/story_3000.html 





Item #2: Corel Computer NetWinder(TM) Division to be Acquired by 
Hardware Canada Computing - No one is sure if this is a good thing or a 
bad thing for the netwinder. Read for yourself at the following URL: 
http://biz.yahoo.com/ccn/990120/2.html 


Item #3: A Windows user takes the plunge with Linux - Although he 
following is an out of the states URL, it offers a relatively honest 


journey of a Linux newbie finding his way on a relatively older system. 
This article lacks the hype found in some and that’s why I’m including 
it. It is important that people realize that not every Linux experience 
is a Prince from the frog experience. Find it at: 


http://www2.idg.com.au/pcwdb.nsf/ac66ab1843524d34ca2564910005736c/0d2c49478d5e16 
6a4a2566fa00lee32c?0penDocument 


Item #4: The future of Linux - CNN carries an article from LinuxWorld. 
Find it at the following URL: 
ttp://www.cnn.com/TECH/computing/9901/18/linuxfuture.idg/index.html 





a 





tem #5: Next stop, the desktop? - InfoWorld ran a decent summary of 

hat the desktop is like on Linux. While this isn’t the best I’ve seen, 

t is miles better than most. To find out what Linux is like as a desktop 
achine, as opposed to server machine, at the following URL: 
ttp://www.infoworld.com/cgi-bin/displayTC.p1?/990118spotlight .htm 
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Item #6: Toshiba/Microsoft Saga - A guy reports about getting a refund 
for Windows 95 from Toshiba. While the story is somewhat comical, it is 
very interesting reading and worth your time. Find it at the following 
URL: Http://www.netcraft.com.au/geoffrey/toshiba. html 

Item #7: Compaq to serve up Linux bundling, support plan - While this is 
veyr good news, I’m sure things are going to be changing over time. Find 
out the current status at the following URL: 

http://www. zdnet.com/pcweek/stories/news/0, 4153, 385256, 00.html 

Item #9: Linux to Get Creative Partner - 





http://www.it.fairfax.com.au/breaking/916357609.html 








Item #10: Ingram, Red Hat Talk Shop - Red Hat doubles their distribution 
with one business deal. Find it at the following URL: 
ttp://www.zdnet.com/sr/stories/news/0, 4538, 2185453,00.html 





ag 


Item #11: Kernel Traffic - A new newsletter that covers Linux kernel 
development. It comes from the kernel developers mailing list. Pretty 
technical but it’s a good resource so check it out at the following URL: 
http://lynx.neu.edu/z/zbrown/kt.html 








Item #12: The Mad Hatters - Yet another article about the Red Hat guys: 
http://www.news-— observer.com/daily/1999/01/17/biz00.html 

















Item #13: As Linux begins to chart new territory, Intel has much to gain 
and lose - A market analysis type piece. Just more proof of what’s going 
on! :) Find it at the following URL: http://www.infoworld.com/cgi- 
bin/displayNew.pl?/petrel/990118np.htm 








Item #14: Notes headed to Linux - As mentioned in the Login section: 
http://www.news.com/News/Item/0,4,31060,00.html1 








Item #15: IDC Reports 25.2 Percent Growth in Shipments of Server 
Operating Environments in 1998 - People who love Windows NT shouldn’t 
read the following URL, it might disappoint them. Find it at: 
http://www.newsalert.com/bin/story?StoryId=CnQk_0ObWbtKvnmdm3 





Item #16: Workgroup server appliance: Cobalt Qube 2 ties it all together 
- Another "Make for Linux" device gets a "HOT" rating. Check it out: 





http://www.infoworld.com/cgi-bin/displayTC.pl?/reviews/990118qube2.htm 


Item #17: Linux boosts server OS market -—- Without Linux, the Server OS 
market wouldn’t have grown so much, huh? Find out for yourself: 
http://www.news.com/News/Item/0,4,31090,00.html1 











Item #18: Toiling Not So Secretly in Switzerland, a Windows Emulator 
Gains on Microsoft - John Markoff writes a piece about Wine, a free MS 
Windows emulation package that has been in continuous development for 
years. Now Corel and a few other corps are stepping in to lend a hand. 
Read more at: 
http://www.nytimes.com/library/tech/99/01/biztech/articles/18linux- 
microsoft.html 





LOGOUT: 
Check out the uptime of my machine. I use this machine constantly. 
7:00am up 60 days, 10:59, 2 users, load average: 0.10, 0.10, 0.14 


I’ll continue to report on my uptime as it progresses. :) See you next 
time. 


Scott Dowdle 


TidBits - Food for Thought 
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BUMPERS DELIVERS PERSONAL PLEA FOR CLINTON 




















WASHINGTON (AP) He retired thr weeks ago after being one of them for 
24 years. Now, former Sen. Dale Bumpers was back in the Senate, using 
humor, shrewdness and emotion to urge old comrades to preserve an 
embattled presidency. As only a fellow member of the club could do, the 
73-year-old Arkansas Democrat joked with his former colleagues. He 
flattered them. He described the goose bumps he felt whenever he walked 
onto the Senate floor. He even appealed to their instincts as politicians 
by reminding them that polls show an overwhelming public disposition to 
leave the impeached President Clinton in office. For 53 minutes, one of 
the foremost orators in recent Senate history used his preacher’s cadence 
to hold senators spellbound for an extraordinarily personal plea. 
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ELLS CELLULAR OPERATIONS 

















PHILADELPHIA (AP) - Comcast Corp., the nation’s fourth-largest cable TV 
company, is selling its cellular phone operations to regional phone 
company SBC Communications Inc. as it focuses on its core cable TV and 
programming businesses. SBC, based in San Antonio, is one of the nation’s 
largest wireless companies with 6.5 million cellular subscribers in 16 
states and the District of Columbia. It is paying $400 million in cash to 
add 850,000 Comcast Metrophone and Cellular One subscribers in 
southeastern Pennsylvania, northeast Maryland and most of New Jersey. In 
addition, SBC will assume Comcast Cellular’s current debt of $1.274 























billion, under the deal announced Wednesday. MICROSOFT 


TRIAL DISCUSSES CONTRACTS 





WASHINGTON (AP) - The government sought in court Wednesday to portray 
Microsoft as a jealous master who enforced fidelity with corporate 
contracts so restrictive they violated federal antitrust laws. Turning 
to what legal experts consider some of the strongest evidence against 
Microsoft, the government asked an economist testifying for the company 
about alleged exclusionary agreements with the nation’s computer makers 
and Internet providers. Microsoft limits, for example, how PC makers can 
alter the basic appearance of its dominant Windows operating system, such 
as by preventing them from hiding or removing easy access to some 
preinstalled software including Microsoft’s Internet browser. 











COURT TO DECIDE ON INTERNET PORN 























PHILADELPHIA (AP) - In its second attempt to keep Internet pornography 
away from children, Congress took aim at commercial Web sites with a law 
that would require users to provide concrete proof of their ages. But 
the Child Online Protection Act has met with opposition, leading to a 
three-day hearing scheduled to begin Wednesday in federal court. The law 
for now is on hold. The act would require commercial Web sites to collect 
a credit card number or some other access code as proof of age before 
allowing Internet users to view online material deemed "harmful to 
minors." Violators would face penalties of up to six months in jail anda 
$50,000 fine. 











SENATE OFFERS INTERNET SCHOOLS BILL 




















WASHINGTON (AP) - Schools and libraries getting federally subsidized 
Internet hookups would have to install computer software to block 
material inappropriate for children under a Senate bill offered 
Wednesday. The legislation, which aims to shield kids from sexually 
explicit material on the Web, recommends no specific screening device, 
leaving it to schools and libraries to decide. Libraries would have to 
have at least one computer equipped with the software. Senate Commerce 
Committee chairman John McCain, R-Ariz., and its top Democrat, Ernest 
Hollings of South Carolina, wrote the bill, which would have to pass both 
chambers of Congress and be signed by the president to become law. 


























INTEL ANTITRUST HEARING DELAYED 














WASHINGTON (AP) - A judge agreed Wednesday to delay for two weeks a 
hearing of the federal antitrust charges against Intel Corp., saying the 
computer-chip maker did not turn over requested documents. James P. 
Timony, administrative law judge for the Federal Trade Commission, moved 
the hearing to March 9. He indicated Intel’s failure to hand over 
information caused delays questioning witnesses and others. Intel 
spokesman Chuck Mulloy said the new schedule was requested by both sides. 
The FTC sued Intel last summer, accusing the company of denying three 
competitors access to important technical information about then-upcoming 
Intel computer chips. It said Intel sought to punish them for refusing to 
license key patents on Intel’s terms. 

















SUPERSTOCK ADDS IMAGE 
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EARCH TO WEBSITE 

















JACKSONVILLE, FL--SuperStock, recognized as a world leader in stock 
photography, announced that beginning in early February, the companys 
website, www.superstockimages.com will feature innovative searching 
capabilities, enabling users to select from over 30,000 images in 
seconds. Search Over 30,0000 Images Online at www.superstockimages.com 














AIRMAN REFUSES ANTHRAX VACCIN 
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TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. (AP) - An Air Force airman faces a possible 
court-martial for refusing an anthrax vaccine some servicemen fear may be 
linked to Gulf War illnesses. The Pentagon has ordered the shot for all 
1.5 million active-duty service members and 1 million reservists. Airman 
lst Class Jeff Bettendorf refused, and was told he could be 
court-martialed as early as Friday. Military officials insist the vaccine 
is safe and necessary because rogue nations such as Iraq are suspected of 
storing anthrax in their arsenals. But Bettendorf and other military 
personnel have complained of possible side effects, including headaches, 
nausea and dizziness. Critics also worry it could lead to cancer, lupus, 
chronic fatigue syndrome and infertility. 

















$6 MLN IN FUNDING FOR COFFEE STUDY 
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - Millions of Americans know the therapy a cup of 
coffee can deliver early in the morning. Researchers at Vanderbilt 
University say it’s possible coffee could do more, perhaps even help 
people who suffer from depression and alcoholism. "People drink coffee 
because they like it or they like the way it makes them feel," Peter 
Martin, director of Vanderbilt University’s Addiction Center, said 
Wednesday. "My suggestion is that we really don’t know what causes those 
effects." 

















CHINA TIGHTENS RESTRICTIONS ON WEB 











SHANGHAI, China (AP) - China has tightened restrictions on Internet use, 
ordering bars that offer access to register users with the police, 
according to state media. The rules issued this week come amid a 
crackdown on Internet political activity that caused an outcry when a 
Shanghai man was imprisoned for giving e-mail addresses to dissidents 
abroad. Under the rules, bars that rent time to customers on 
Internet-linked computer terminals will have to be licensed by police, 
the Workers Daily newspaper said Thursday. Such bars and cafes, 
i 
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ncreasingly common in major Chinese cities, had been one of the few ways 
hinese could receive e-mail or look at websites anonymously. 














LUCENT’S QUARTERLY PROFITS BEAT EXPECTATIONS 

















NEW YORK (Reuters) -— Lucent Technologies Inc., the world’s largest maker 
of telecommunications equipment, reported better-than-expected first 
quarter profits Thursday, driven by improved profit margins and phone 
companies’ strong demand for data and Internet equipment. Lucent, which 
last week agreed to buy data networking company Ascend Communications 
Inc., also said it was optimistic about its prospects for its fiscal year 
ending in September. Lucent expects earnings per share to increase about 
35% on revenue growth of about 19% to 20%. 














MICROSOFT: ITS PRICES DENY MONOPOLY 











WASHINGTON (AP) — How does $2,000 sound for your next copy of Microsoft’s 
Windows software? An economist testifying Thursday for the company at its 
antitrust trial said if Microsoft Corp. were a genuine monopolist, it 
would charge $900 to $2,000 for its popular operating system - roughly 
the cost of an entire computer. The government’s lead lawyer later 
dismissed it as "a silly conclusion." At the end of its first week 
defending itself, Microsoft returned to an important theme asserted by 
its witness - that despite the dominance of Windows, the company doesn’t 
wield monopoly power in the nation’s high-tech industry. Microsoft 
contends its frequent improvements to Windows and its low wholesale price 
of about $50 helps prove the company doesn’t possess monopoly power, a 
crucial distinction under antitrust law. 
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‚RNET SUBSIDIES DISBURSED 














WASHINGTON (AP) - More than $211 million - the largest amount issued to 
date - will flow to schools and libraries to help pay for connections to 
the Internet, the program’s administrator announced Thursday. The Schools 
and Libraries Division of the Universal Service Administrative Co. didn’t 
have a breakdown of how many schools and libraries will receive the 
money. That’s because the 4,500 commitment letters mailed out can cover 
entire school districts. A list of the entities receiving the funding 
letters was not released. But the program’s administrator said applicants 
in all 50 states, plus the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands received something. 
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TESTIMONY HEARD IN ACLU ONLINE PORN CASI 
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PHILADELPHIA (AP) - An Internet site operator who helps ill and disabled 
people who experience sexual dysfunction testified Thursday that he 
feared prosecution under a federal law aimed at keeping online 
pornography from children. Mitchell Tepper’s testimony came in the second 
day of a challenge by the American Civil Liberties Union against the 
Child Online Protection Act. Tepper, a sexuality researcher for the 
University of Pennsylvania, operates the Sexual Health Network. He said 
many of his customers are too embarrassed to talk to their own doctors, 
and would be scared off if they had to register to use the site, as the 
law requires. The law was signed by President Clinton in October but put 
on hold by a federal judge. 


























UPDATE: LYCOS RESUMES EFFORT TO SELL STAK 
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NEW YORK (AP) - Lycos Inc., a leading Internet destination, has stepped 
up an effort to sell part of itself now that a main rival, Excite Inc., 
is getting bought by At Home Corp., an industry analyst said Thursday. 
Lycos resumed a search this week for a partner willing to buy up to a 20% 
stake, said Alan Braverman, an Internet analyst with Deutsche Bank 
Securities familiar with the Lycos effort. The stake would be worth about 
$900 million at Thursday’s stock prices. The initiative began last summer 
when Lycos’ largest investor, David Wetherell, sought to sell a chunk of 
his 30% stake to a media or telecommunications company. 














N.J. COPS OPPOSE CONCERT FOR CONVICT 














TRENTON, N.J. (AP) - New Jersey State Police are outraged over having to 
provide security at a benefit concert for Mumia Abu-Jamal, a convicted 
cop killer on death row in Pennsylvania. However, the troopers will be on 
hand for next Thursday’s sold-out show at the Meadowlands, near New York 
City, because officials concluded they had no legal way to cancel the 
rock concert. The Beastie Boys, Rage Against the Machine and Bad Religion 
will be the headliners at the $30-a-ticket concert. A portion of the 
$480,000 in proceeds will go to the defense fund of Abu-Jamal, a black 
former radio reporter on death row for the 1981 killing of a white 
Philadelphia police officer. 








Classics & Gaming 





Editor Dana P. Jacobson 
dpj@streport.com 


From the Atari Editor’s Desk "Saying it like it is!" 


It’s been one week from hell! First of all, last weekend was an unusual 
plethora of weather. Rain, freezing rain, sleet, and snow made life just 
miserable. You should see both of my dogs trying to maneuver out in the 
yard; it’s one huge skating rink pock marked with frozen paw prints! 
Although it is humorous to see them slipping and sliding around, I’m also 
surprised neither one of them has been hurt. Thankfully, they’re both 
quite agile. 











A few minutes ago, I read through Joe Mirando’s column as I usually do 
just before putting the finishing touches on the week’s column. It’s 
ironic that we’ve both had recent/ongoing bouts of madness dealing with 
PCs. You’ll read about Joe’s in a minute. 








Remember I mentioned the past couple of weeks that I bought a PC for my 
wife? Well, these past two weeks have made me ever thankful I waited so 
long to put a PC in my home, and stayed with my Atari computers! It’s 
taken almost two weeks of whatever spare time I’ve had just to get the 
thing connected to the Internet! The whole setup and configuration 
process was tremendously convoluted! And there was some items required 
that I had to download from Microsoft’s site (or have someone do it for 
me) ! 











With a few free calls to Florida, anda lot of emails, Delphi’s Sue Mark 
finally heard me exclaim "I’m on!" this past Tuesday. I have to say that 
I appreciate the help and patience Sue provided, as well as some of the 
other staff on Delphi, to get me going. There was just no intuitiveness 
to the process; and I’ve been computing for a dozen years or more. 











Hopefully, this will be the worst of the things I’ll have to do. I’m 
hoping that my wife’s PC needs are minor compared to this. I better get 
her a copy of '’Windows '’95 for Dummies’, and read it myself too! I 
better stock up on ZIP disks for backups, as well! Boy, am I ever glad I 
didn’t listen to people telling me that the PC world was _the_ place to 
be. <g> 


Until next time... 


Gaming Section 


"Tiger Woods" Recall! 
Sony "Mum" 





Industry News STR Game Console NewsFil The Latest Gaming News! 


Sony Mum on Title That Emulates PSX 





As Connectix plans to ship software that runs Sony PlayStation titles on 
G3 Macs, the market awaits Sony’s response-legal or otherwise. At press 
time, Sony officials declined to comment on the $49 title, which will 
also be available for Windows-based PCs this year. 








"We believe we developed our product without violating intellectual 
property rights," said Connectix president and CEO Roy McDonald said. 
"We hope to work with Sony to market our product." 








The Virtual Game Station was the talk of Macworld Expo, where showgoers 
swarmed Connectix’s booth and Apple interim CEO Steve Jobs demonstrated 
VGS software during his keynote. McDonald said the large installed base 
of PlayStation titles will propel VGS and Macs. Only about 60 of the more 
than 400 PlayStation titles are certified for play on Macs. More are due 
for certification soon, but not all will be playable. A certification 
list can be found at www.virtualgamestation.com. 























Electronic Arts Recalls PlayStation Version of Tiger Woods 99 Video Game 


ont 
F 





ectronic Arts today recalled all copies of the PlayStationr version of 
the "Tiger Woods 99 PGA TOUR" video game, after the company discovered 
unauthorized material was contained in a normally unused space on the 
disc. 








The company estimates there are approximately 100,000 copies in the 

retail channel. The company’s "Tiger Woods 99 PGA TOUR" PC version of the 
game was not affected. To date, the PlayStation version has only shipped 
in North America. 


The material, a short cartoon, cannot be seen when using the PlayStation 
console itself. Viewing the material requires that a person place the 

PlayStation disc into the CD drive of a PC, at which point a 
sophisticated computer user can locate the normally inaccessible file. 














The company stated that Electronic Arts, Tiger Woods, the PGA TOUR and 
Nike had no prior knowledge of the unauthorized material in the game and 
have expressed their concerns. All parties are satisfied that Electronic 
Arts is doing everything in its power to recall all product from 
consumers. 





[The company is investigating how the unauthorized content was included 
and who is responsible. 





[The company said it is making the recall because the unauthorized 
material is objectionable to consumers, Electronic Arts and all parties 
associated with the product. 





Customers who have bought the video game since its release on Nov. 23 may 
return the game for exchange by mailing their games to Electronic Arts, 





6712 Grade Lane, Bldg. 5, Louisville, KY 40213. For more information call 
EA Direct Sales at 800/245-4525. 
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People are Talking 


Compiled by Joe Mirando 
jmirando@streport.com 


Hidi ho friends and neighbors. What a week it’s been. 
First of all, I’m still recovering from the trip into hell via Toledo. My 


ears and sinuses still aren’t back to normal. It’s like listening to 
everything from inside of a plastic bag. 








Second, the new machinery at my company is proving to have a larger 
learning curve than I had anticipated. Adding to the problem is the fact 
that these new machines (production machines, not computers) are my 
responsibility not instead of, but in addition to, my other duties. 





Third and last, we found out yesterday that the first computer station I 
set up to record and manipulate the data generated by another production 
machine had been invaded by a virus. This virus (Stealth C) evidently 
destroyed the most used portions of the hard drive and left nothing but a 
drivel of nonsense where there had earlier been DOS files and drivers to 
make Windows 3.11 do what it was intended to do. Of course, this would 
not have been too much of a problem had there been current backups of the 
data. When I was finally informed of the problem the first question I 
asked was "Where are the current image and archive backups?" 











All I got as a reply was a blank stare from the machine operator. I guess 
that he thought backups were done automatically or weren’t necessary. 
WRONG. 


Of course, after the damage had been done, the question of how the virus 
found its way into an isolated computer in the first place came up. I’m 
still not sure of the answer. Access to that particular computer is 
limited to three people: The operator, myself, and our boss. The operator 
doesn’t have an interest in moving files from one computer to another, I 
haven’t, and the boss doesn’t have any reason to. The only thing I can 
think of is that it was enclosed in either an EXCEL spreadsheet or a WORD 
document, both of which were copied between several computers for ISO 
9002 certification several years ago. I’m not aware (yet) of what 
triggered the virus after that amount of time, but I will find out, 
rebuild the system, and build in ways to either keep the system from 
being invaded again, or to detect it quickly and remove it. 


























Of course, I was quick to point out that I couldn’t have been the one to 
have infected the system because I have transferred nothing but ASCII 
files via disks formatted on my trusty Atari. And computer viruses are 
ven more "species specific" than the protein based kind. 














Well, I’m sure that you’ve gotten tired of hearing about this, so let’s 
get on with the news, shall we? 


From the comp.sys.atari.st NewsGroup 


Karsten van Vuuren asks: 





"Ts there any way to install Mintnet on a existing MiNT/NAES system, 
without having to install KEMD first? I can’t get KEMD to execute 
properly on my Milan (not even when using new Mint.prg). I’ve also tried 
to install it on my fathers ST and then copy it to my Milans harddrive 
(minix partition). I made a big mess of it. Is it possible to install the 
Mintnet stuff without a very complex (I mean usr/etc etc folders with 
lots of files like with KEMD) Mint setup?." 

















Jo Even Skarstein tells Karsten: 


"Yes, it is possible, but why do it? If you only want MiNTnet itself and 
not it’s clients (most of them need at least a unix-like disk-structure) 
I think STiNG is a better choice. If you really want MiNTnet (or need NFS 
or something like that) there is a minimal installation on the MiNT ’98 
CD which IIRC doesn’t need a MinixFS-partition and only installs the bare 
essentials to get your computer on the net (inc. NFS)." 





Ronald van der Kamp adds: 

"In Germany they have the Mint98 disk. 

There are 3 types of installation: 
1. very basic, only client in a network (no harddisk required) 
2. a bigger one with Minix partition, adminstration etc. 


3. a full version with everything to become a real server. 


What you get: 


1. remote printers 

2. remote harddisks 

3. all normal Intranet functions (mail, ftp, e-mail) 

4. strange computers in the network (Wind, Unix, Linux,..) are no 
problem. 


5. Your Atari computer can run n.aes and thing and so not become 
instantly a strange machine 


A first tentative report about it can be read in the Dutch ‘ST 
magazine’ ." 


On the subject of using STinG to build a local area network, someone 
posts: 


"If you get this running please report back to the group. I would love to 
get a STinG based network running on my Falcon and STe. Apparently, you 
can also use STinG to let one modem and internet connection work for two 
computers (this has a name, but I forgot what it was). I’ll be trying 
this eventually too." 








Ben Hills replies: 





"Yep you can and it’s called IP Masquerading (a feature which is also 
offered by Linux. I wonder if MiNTNet will ever support it). I use this 
feature quite a lot myself although it is somewhat slow sharing a 14,400 





modem. 


I can’t remember off of the top of my head exactly what I needed to do to 
get this feature working, but if you are interested I can find out and 
let you know." 


David Bolt adds: 


"There’s a pretty clear explanation in Olivier Booklages '’Weblight’ 
package. That was the one that assisted me in getting my small network 
sorted out. If you’re wanting a copy the URL is: 
http://services.worldnet.net/vcf-com/download/ 








Ben Hills checks things out and posts: 


"OK, here goes, but please note that I have recalled some of this from 
memory and so it may not be 100% accurate. We’1ll assume that we have two 
ataris, a TT and a Falcon. The TT has a modem on Modeml and the TT and 
Falcon are connected together via their Modem2 ports. For this example we 
will say that the TT’s IP Address is 192.168.128.1 and the Falcon’s 
192.168.128.2 (192.168.128.xxx addresses are reserved IP’s for use with 
internal networks and should therefore not cause IP problems when 
on-line). 

















The TT’s ROUTE.TAB should look like this: 








192.168.128.2 255.255.255.255 Modem 2 0.0.0.0 
0.0.0.0. 0.0.0.0 Modem 2 0.0.0.0 

The first entry points to the Falcon and ensures that it is always 
reachable. The second states the default gateway. The second entry is 
altered by the dialer when connecting to point to the Internet and 
therefore allowing all packets not directed to 192.168.128.2 to get out 
onto the Internet and beyond. In order for the dialer to do this you must 


switch on the "Add default route" option in the Dialer config. 











The Falcon’s ROUTE.TAB should look like this: 
0.0.0.0. 0.0.0.0 Modem 2 0.0.0.0 


This just states the default Gateway and ensures all packets are routed 
via Modem 2. 


Using the ports CPX ensure that the network ports for each machine (TT 
Modem 2 & Falcon Modem 2) are set-up with the correct IP Address, both 
machines are using the same protocols (SLIP/PPP etc) and the active 
option has been selected. You will also need to select the Reload routing 
table option to ensure that the ROUTE.TAB file is read when you click on 
OK. 














Hopefully now, you will have an Internal network running. 





To use IP Masquerading, the TT will need MASQUE.STX and you will need to 
enable the dialer option "IP Masquerading". 








Now when the 17 is connected to the Internet you should also be able to 
access the Internet from the Falcon. Happy Networking." 





Clay Halliwell asks for help with transferring files to and from his new 
Portfolio: 


"Okay, I finally got an Atari Portfolio this week (yah, just ten years 
late...) I’m trying to transfer some files from my desktop PC to the 
portfolio using the Parallel Interface. The interface on the Portfolio is 
good (no "Communications Error" messages), the interface on the PC is 
good (use it for my Zip drive all the time), but when I hook them 
together and try to use FT to transfer files between the two... nuthin’. 
Doesn’t matter whether I set the PC or the Portfolio as the server. Any 
suggestions?" 

















R.L. Detlefsen tells Earl: 


"The only thing I can think of at first is that you are using the right 
cable 25pin all wired straight through, not a serial cable that probably 
has some lines missing." 


Andrew Wright asks: 


"Could anyone using a newish Epson Stylus please contact me by e-mail? 
I’m trying to find out which models work with text-based programs like 
lstword and which don’t. I understand the 720 doesn’t as it’s Windows 

only but can anyone confirm the ones that do?" 














Ethhoack Ethanphi Exbeess tells Andrew: 


"There are atari drivers for it in nvdi 5 or else there are gdos drivers 
on epson’s website sM 


Brent Thirsk adds: 
"I don’t have epson, but I use a Brother HL 730-DX 6PPM Lazer. It 


emulates IBM Proprinter and works just fine with text based progs. It is 
hooked to a terminal on my system." 








While talking about Themadat, Martin-Eric Racine asks: 


"Speaking of which, was there ever a version of Arabesque that works in 
TT-Medium? I’ve always loved Arabesque, but the version I have only works 
in STH ghs: ees" 





John Logan tells Martin-Eric: 


"The version I had was on a cover disk (someone told me later that this 
was a mistake and shouldn’t have been) but it ran on TT High. It does not 
work on the Hades so I am not using it at present. My main problem with 
it was that it only flood-filled that space visible on the screen and not 
the complete area." 


James Smith posts this about his favorite game: 


"My all-time favourite game is still Asteroids - I even bought the arcade 
machine and played it to destruction !! 


My son has just shown me a clip from Cybernet which had a review of the 
new PlayStation 3-D version of this very game. It looks impressive and 
the two-player mode could be fun. 


Any of you programmers fancy updating my old favourite to a similar level 
ow 


"Atari Mad" tells James: 


"Of course you’d need someone to do some cool rendering and put it ona 
CD and upgrade yer ST to a Falcon speed or better, but otherwise it’d be 
a good game." 


Ronald Hall (also known as Dark Chyld) adds: 


"You talking about the Activision version of the old Atari Asteroids game 
released for the Playstation? If so, I’ve got it and its okay. The intro 
is pretty cool, but as for the game itself? Well, I still prefer StarDust 
on my Falcon... By the way, it has the original version hidden in there! 


Trust me AM (keep thinking DarkChyld is good, DarkChyld is wise), and if 
you've got an STe/Mega STe/Falcon, then do yourself a favor and get the 
best Asteriods clone, StarDust!" 





Paul Purdom asks: 


"I am looking for information about how to get Linux working on an Atari 
ST. Where can I find such information?" 


Nicholas Bales tells Paul: 
"You can’t. You need an 030 + FPU + MMU to run Linux. 


Get MiNT, which give you a Unix-like environment, and remains TOS 
compatible. You do need a HD." 





Well folks, that’s it for this week. Tune in again next week, same time, 
same station, and be ready to listen to what they are saying when... 





PEOPLE ARE TALKING 














Advertising Program 
STReport’s "Partners in Progress" 


The facts are in... 
STReport International Magazine reaches more users per week than any 
other weekly resource available today. Take full advantage of this 
spectacular reach. Explore the superb possibilities of advertising in 
STReport! Its very economical and smart business. In addition, STReport 
offers a strong window of opportunity to your company of reaching 
potential users in seventeen countries, on major online services and 
networks, the Internet, the WEB and more than 200,000 private BBS’s 
worldwide. With a readership of better than 350,000 per week, this is 
truly an exceptional opportunity to maximize your company’s recognition 
factor. 
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(STReport is pronounced: "ES TEE Report") 








STR Publishing’s Economical "Partners in Progress" Plans! 
"Partners in Progress" Program.. Call Today! 











STR Publishing, Inc. (STR, STReport, CPU Report); 


* maintains a commitment to utilizing the power of the Internet and 
Web to keep computer users, worldwide, both private and commercial, 


informed of new trends in equipment, upgrade reports and future 
planning. 


offers highly informative Hardware and Software Reviews, Press 
Releases, hands-on stories, user experiences and show reports. 





* presents the NEWS about new hardware, new software and how-to 
publications within HOURS of its being made public. 


is dedicated to keeping the users informed of what your company has 
to offer at incredibly high speed, almost the moment its offered! 


* Will maintain the free status STReport has the very best value in 
E-Zines today. 








Take full advantage of STReport’s Exciting 
"Partners in Progress" Programs! 
MAXIMIZE your Company’s Presence Worldwide. TODAY! Your company’s color 
ad, banner or teaser as described/submitted by you or designed by us, 
will appear in either STReport International Magazine or on our Website 
(your choice). 





STReport is published and released weekly on Fridays Evenings. 
(except for July and August when it is released once a month) 





Advertising Rates 


* Advertising banners can be displayed in each STR page. Banners can be 
placed at the top, bottom or within the content body of each page. 








* We offer highly competitive rates. Email or Call today! 


Notes: 
* All rates are in US currency and are subject to change. 


* The minimum order is 100,000 impressions. 
* Multiple banners can be rotation displayed. 
Trade-outs and Special Arrangements are available. 
MAIL us at: 
STR Publishing, Inc. 
PO Box 58094 
Jacksonville, Florida 32241-8094 
Email us at: streport@streport.com 


or, for quick action call us at: VOICE: 904-292-9222 10am/5pm edt 
* FAX: 904-268-2237 24hrs 








American Business Computer, Inc. 
PO Box 58094 
Jacksonville, Florida 32241- 8094 
904-268-7943 -— Cellphone 710-7227 


Fax: 904-268-2237 


SALI 


GI 





GI 


—- SALE -- SALE! 
as low as 
$619.95 








Ready to GO! -Y2K READY! 








Nothing Else to Buy! 





Top Notch Hardware at Everyday Prices 


























1 - INTEL PII 300Mhz CPU Celeron $1709.95 

2 — AMD K6-2 350Mhz 3D ext. CPU $1609.95 

3 -— AMD K6-2 333Mhz 3D ext. CPU $1509.95 

4 - INTEL PII 300Mhz CPU Celeron $1309.95 

5 -— AMD K6-2 300Mhz 3D ext. CPU $1109.95 

6 — Cyrix P686 300Mhz MMX CPU S$ 619.95 
Cpu’s and custom Configurations available to 450Mhz - Call 


Got Question about Y2K?? Give us a call 


PII AGP 100Mhz PC100 BxXcel 233-450 cpu for CPU # 1,4 


60 -100Mhz MMX PCI TXPro 90-333 cpu for CPU 


60:4: 
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375 

















2 
4Mhz MMX PCI TXPro 90-333 cpu for CPU 6 
Including: 


Imb Pipeline Cache (TXPro all models) 
32MB DIMM FAST RAM 

1.44 (3.5") Drive 

8GB Hard Disk 
4-HDD PCI EIDE HD Controller on board 
EPP/ECP/Normal Hi-Speed Parallel Port 
56kbd PCI V.90 Voice/Data/Fax Modem 
Hi-Speed (16550) Serial Ports 

Permidia 2 AGP 8mb 3D SVGA Graphics Card 
S3 PCI 4Mb 3D SVGA Graphics Card 
Microsoft Win95-98 compatible Keyboard0 
High Performance Ergonomic Serial Mouse 
Multimedia Fast 36x CD-ROM Player/Reader 
Plug & Play Stereo SB Sound Card 

Network Ready (PCI NIC) 
Amplified 300w Stereo Speakers 
250W Power Supply UL-CSA L6-TUV 
Mid Size Tower Cabinet 









































Extras: 
15" Digital NI Monitor - 28dpi $165.00 
17" Digital NI Monitor -28dpi $285.00 
20" Digital NI Monitor -28dpi $955.00 


True Color Flatbed Color Scanner $ 75.00 
HP DeskJet Color Inkjet Printer $200.00 
Senior Citizen, UserGroup & Quantity Discounts Available 


Want to Customize?? Call! 
904-268-7943 





Insurance, Shipping & Handling Extra 





Business or Personal Checks OK Money Orders MasterCard & Visa 


Telephone: 904-268-7943 ** FAX: 904-268-2237 


STReport International Magazine 
ICQ#:1170279 

[S]ilicon [T]imes [R]eport http://www.streport.com 
STReport Discussion Forums 

Every Week; OVER 850,000 Readers WORLDWID 
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All Items quoted, in whole or in part, are done so under the provisions 

of The Fair Use Law of The Copyright Laws of the U.S.A. Views, Opinions 
and Editorial Articles presented herein are not necessarily those of the 
editors/staff of STReport International Magazine. 











Permission to reprint articles is hereby granted, unless otherwise noted. 
Reprints must, without exception, include the name of the publication, 
date, issue number and the author’s name. STR, CPU, STReport and/or 
portions therein may not be edited, used, duplicated or transmitted in 
any way without prior written permission. STR, CPU, STReport, at the 
time of publication, is believed reasonably accurate. 





STR, CPU, STReport, Bits & Bytes, Casts & Blasts are copyright and 
trademarks of STReport and STR Publishing Inc. STR, CPU, STReport, its 
staff and contributors are not and cannot be held responsible in any way 
for the use or misuse of information contained herein or the results 
obtained there from. 
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